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DETAILED ACTION 



Information Disclosure Statement 

1 . The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on July 30, 2004 is in 
compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1.97. Accordingly, the information disclosure 
statement is being considered by the examiner. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 6 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

4. Claim 6 contradicts the limitations of claim 1 . Claim 1 recites the limitation of 
retrieving search results, each search result containing the name identifier and specified 
relationship to the name identifier. Therefore, claim 6 is contradicting claim 1 by reciting 
an incidence of no search results containing the name identifier and the specified 
relationship to the name identifier. 

5. Claim 10 recites the limitation "the first name identifier" in line 3 of the claim. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

6. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 16 and 20-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed 
invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

Claims 16 and 20-28 are not limited to tangible embodiments. A machine- 
readable medium may represent any number of things, depending on what the 
"machine" actually is. The term "machine-readable medium" is too ambiguous; as such, 
the claims are not limited to statutory subject matter and are therefore non-statutory. 
The examiner suggests that the applicant consider using the term "computer-readable 
medium". However, the medium must clearly be limited to tangible embodiments. 

Claim 20 is further rejected as being an abstract idea, directed solely to non- 
functional descriptive material. The data structure represents instructions or information 
that is not being executed, thus the data structure is non-functional descriptive material 
and does not represent statutory subject matter. Claims 21-28 are further rejected as 
being dependent on claim 20. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
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granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

8. Claims 1-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Swan 
(US Patent Application Publication 2004/0093317 A1). 

With respect to claims 1,16 and 17, Swan teaches: 

accepting input from a user to create a search request that contains a plurality of 
text characters, wherein one or more of the text characters specify a name identifier, 
and wherein one or more of the text characters specify a relationship to the name 
identifier (Figure 10, paragraphs 104, 117-121 and 127-128); 

using the search request to retrieve search results, wherein each search result 
contains the name identifier, and wherein each search result also contains information 
representing the specified relationship to the name identifier (paragraph 123); and 

displaying to the user the name identifier for each search result in textual form 
(Figure 11, paragraph 133). 

Paragraphs 117-121 and 127-128 show various methods of inputting search 
criteria, in which relationships to a name identifier are included. Regarding Figure 10, 
Swan teaches a plurality of search criteria that may be entered. The following criteria 
may be used to specify a relationship to a name identifier (in this case, the contact's first 
name): the last name, email address, company name, address, city, state, zip, suite 
number, position, web address, fax number and telephone number. 
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With respect to claim 2, Swan teaches wherein the method further comprises 
displaying to the user information representing the specified relationship to the name 
identifier for each search result in textual form (Figure 11, paragraph 133). 

With respect to claims 3 and 18, Swan teaches wherein the method comprises 
using the search request to retrieve search results from an external database system 
(Figures 1 and 2, paragraphs 81 and 83). 

With respect to claim 4, Swan teaches wherein the external database system 
contains additional information (element 166 in Figure 5, paragraph 66). 

With respect to claim 5 and 19, Swan teaches wherein the method comprises 
using the search request to retrieve search results from a memory (paragraphs 81 and 
201). 

With respect to claim 6, Swan teaches wherein if no search results contain the 
name identifier and information representing the specified relationship to the name 
identifier, the method comprises using the search request to retrieve search results that 
each contain the name identifier (paragraphs 104-105). 

With respect to claim 7, Swan teaches wherein one or more of the text 
characters specify a second name identifier, and wherein the method comprises using 
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the search request to retrieve search results that each contain the second name 
identifier and information representing the specified relationship between the name 
identifier and the second name identifier (Figure 10, paragraphs 104, 117-121 and 127- 
128). 

With respect to claim 8, Swan teaches wherein the second name identifier is a 
personal name identifier, wherein the specified relationship is a contact relationship, and 
wherein the name identifier is an organizational identifier (Figure 10, paragraphs 104 
and 120-121). 

With respect to claims 9 and 27, Swan teaches wherein one or more of the text 
characters specify a third name identifier, wherein one or more of the text characters 
specify a second relationship between the second name identifier and the third name 
identifier, and wherein the method comprises using the search request to retrieve 
search results that each contain the third name identifier and information representing 
the second specified relationship between the second name identifier and the third 
name identifier (Figure 10, paragraph 104, paragraphs 127-128). 

With respect to claims 10 and 28, Swan teaches wherein one or more of the text 
characters specify a third name identifier, wherein one or more of the text characters 
specify a second relationship between the first name identifier and the third name 
identifier, and wherein the method comprises using the search request to retrieve 
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search results that each contain the third name identifier and information representing 
the second specified relationship between the first name identifier and the third name 
identifier (Figure 10, paragraph 104, paragraph 120 lines 3-4). 

With respect to claim 1 1 , Swan teaches wherein the third name identifier is a 
location name identifier, and wherein the second specified relationship is a location 
relationship (Figure 10, paragraph 104, paragraph 120 lines 3-4). 

The city, Los Angeles, which represents a location relationship to the first 
identifier (Anderson), may be considered the third name identifier. In this case, Main 
may be considered the second name identifier. Also, Figure 10 shows several fields, 
including: address, city, state and zip, which may all be used as location name 
identifiers. 

With respect to claims 12, 25 and 26, Swan teaches wherein the name identifier 
contains a wildcard character (paragraph 106). 

With respect to claim 13, Swan teaches wherein the specified relationship is a 
working business relationship to the name identifier (Figure 10, paragraph 53, 
paragraph 120 lines 1-2). 
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With respect to claims 14 and 24, Swan teaches wherein the specified 
relationship is a location relationship to the name identifier (Figure 10, paragraph 120 
lines 3-4). 

With respect to claims 15 and 22, Swan teaches wherein the name identifier is a 
location name identifier, an organizational name identifier, or a personal name identifier 
(Figure 10, paragraphs 117, 120 and 127). 

With respect to claim 20, Swan teaches: 

a first name identifier having one or more text characters (Figure 10, paragraphs 
117-121, 127-128); 

a second name identifier having one or more text characters (Figure 10, 
paragraphs 117-121, 127-128); and 

a relationship having one or more text characters and being used to specify a 
relationship between the first and second name identifiers (Figure 10, paragraphs 117- 
121, 127-128). 

Paragraphs 1 17-121 and 127-128 show various methods of inputting search 
criteria, in which relationships to a first name identifier are included. Regarding Figure 
10, Swan teaches a plurality of search criteria that may be entered. The following 
criteria may be used to specify a relationship to a first name identifier (in this case, the 
contact's first name): the last name, email address, company name, address, city, state, 
zip, suite number, position, web address, fax number and telephone number. 
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With respect to claim 21 , Swan teaches wherein the first name identifier, the 
second name identifier, and the relationship are all provided in a single text-entry field 
(paragraphs 117-121, 127-128). 

With respect to claim 23, Swan teaches wherein the second name identifier is a 
location name identifier, an organizational name identifier, or a personal name identifier 
(Figure 10, paragraphs 117, 120 and 127). 
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PRIMARY EXAMINER 



